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This class is constituted by three main parts. The first part is the process of legal
research and writing. The second part is the associated issues rounding the legal
research and writing. The third part is the methodology and tips for legal research and
writing. For the first part, it will talk about the following contents. How to select
topic? How to select materials, evidences for the paper? How to make the outline and
basic content of the paper? What is the basic value of a good paper? How to use the maps
and diagrams in papers? How to cite the references, write acknowledgements, and how to
make the paper according to guidelines and specific formats. For the third part, the
class will talk about the research methodology of writing LLM/PhD thesis, including
definition, causal method, comparative study, making an legal argument, observation, and
so on. For the specific character of writing a LLM/PhD thesis in the subject of
international and environmental law, this course will teach legal research and writing
method and tips, including how to search informative materials online, how to use the
legal and social science database, how to use special database like Westlaw, and so on.
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